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Abstract: The wisdoms of building traditions in Southeast Asia is the rational outcome of local
climate, available building materials, articulation of building typologies, development of
construction techniques, manifestation of beliefs and rituals, cosmopolitan urban culture, tangible
and intangible traditions, and lessons of sustainability learned over many generations. This
keynote paper discusses various examples on different scale levels of urban environment and
focuses on how we can learn from history, real experiences, and local wisdoms on tangible efforts
to achieve environmental, cultural, and economic sustainability in holistic way.
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The Second World War and the invasion of Japanese Imperial army to East Asia and
Southeast Asia brought end the colonialism history in Southeast Asia, and changed
the course of urban history and morphology of this region. A new chapter of the
Southeast Asian history began to emerge, riding the waves of decolonization and the
spirit of national independence. The International Style and the ideas of Modernism
were used to express the breakaway from the colonial past and the emergence of the
new spirit of Nationalism by the leader of the newly independent countries of
Southeast Asia. Modernist urban plans and locally developed modern architectural
styles were produced and implemented in the cities across the region. International
style buildings with strong tropical character (such as sun-shading, facade screen,
monsoon window, etc.) are widely implemented in various building typologies, from
low rise detached houses into multi-stories offices. Response to local climate,
functionality, and efficiency are considered as the expressions of the spirit of
modernity, nation building, and independence.
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Five decades after the World War II, the wave of globalization and consumerism
sweep across Asia and the rest of the world. Many of the national and regional capital
cities in Southeast Asia have risen into metropolis, megalopolis, and world city,
which play indispensable roles in the interconnected global market and economy.
Unfortunately this rapid growth has accelerated the cultural and physical
transformation process, which often speeding up the fragmentation and destruction of
old urban fabrics and creating serious problems of cultural identity of its citizens.
Gross ignorance of sustainable environmental and cultural practices has created many
problems, including extremely large carbon footprint, wasteful and irresponsible
lifestyle, fragmented identity, cultural break down, social conflicts, and other ethical

issues.



TR S0 F, ERAMERISCREAFES T WMTIHER &, KRTHRE
Wi AR R T R#EBm . KETHTS (megalopolis) MtFHT, £ HBHITH
EKRASZTHELFTAEATERNER . FEAZXFREIBINE T 3
HEMREERRE, RNMET BEHHTHENTFS LRBER, MHRAXA
BMIARIER T ER N, N FE MR XA LB AR SE T A E,
BRERANBRAN. WHCRFHAEFETN. BAUNSMIARE. XURE. 1t
KFEMHETEREA.

4.KBTHIE : #iaHMNARA

AwEHAET (ENfé) MmHl, RomoMangun I 1983 | 1985 £ Y MRS
B — AT T & BNk R 9 2 R B = R B i BSuS Bk R
X AY T HEEE M B9ET E{EX, Romo Mangun (Yusuf Bilyarta Mangunwijaya, 1930-
19992 — U RFH MR . BRI, AKFE. ER. MR, HEITEE. A
PUATNRIN K 1992 FRRFREF ., M5 S XAMAE 40 FRRERR
HEEEMRBUF AN ERERIX A KA, i tX BEHERREER,
XANMERE THENZ3FF, BoEd, mNEERERSFITIIAER
EXRFRREFPLBMHNATER, ENMINAEEIREAALEMARE. BE
[F. KNEFHEEENE KT,



EETEEHXARNSZVNE ), ANUREEEZRITESRARHXIGE
K, MIMAFRKARAL T SUET B it . S XREF R TELIRAIBEIE
RIS A RS T RNE, B E R AR L AR EMSIENR RN A
AERMN SN EREREIE T eI =E, Fi~4%
BRIFHTIR TR

P ERENKETHRRERER, FAANCERET TN, BE. WA
L BEZRWEATZLBHAS, MATHE. HRMAIRFLNH
WET BRBRAMRR LR, AFETRENOMIT, BNEXEEN
B30 EE B AR BRI EEIAETREN K.

# Romo Mangun E3K, ZIRMBLITIIHARHEAHKXEERBRERNFR
B, MRNZERR T —MESE, REE BIRAALREEREN,



FtEASWAMNNBEEERRTHEHEN, EAAEBHR T IEMER
(Mangunwijaya 1981: 2-9), TIgEfg AR IFAIEMSARSS, HBRANAIIEE |
MR E TN ANEGMEXHRR, BXSXHEX, mIgEsS
XHHBTLRENEKR.

BRI R 2 A ESMIRR BT RE, FrIERAE T B~ 4 R RS
2 i, EREARNENERRDSENENZLANTLHN, SMRES EIREN
BE, BNBEXNEMNOEHEEUREANERRITS EABR. 1992 F£/KF
BINRIFER T Romo Mangun RIEX M EEFEIK, FRINN "REIAE
REAKR, BeaERERTAMEERNABEXTRK, MERAREXES
AXARIENTRE"

5. EMEKXK



HEREXYRMRE BHEXMAREENYRTBFREL, BEHEDN
ERAMRMFEEENTHE. EE—RIBMIES~Y, 2HTHN B
" (Architecturing) TIESERKET (Architecturing) . AZE. 1. BYFIR
ERIR AT FRAERE— L, TOSYRLETERNERR. HKE—
TMESRG, SRENEERRNAEVEGTNGE—F, BLER. siHinEy
Rz 12 A B SRS ol SR AV 4R AL AR 7> (Mangunwijaya 1981: 379-383), Fk{[1#Y
BREABIAEMRPIMENEHTE, TUBER. s FED Mz R AN
B, MERBENBMANRENMMKCFLRARFHEFIEZF,

HENREFGE LSRR, ERMBMEZUEAIRYEMNEGEEER,
MNEFBEMS, BRAALFTRERTRENBERRE, BRNSAER. HE
T8 B R 15100 E 2 KB (Widodo 2004: 1-5), EF—RRANEKIALEHLHE
FI S R M LM ESRIE. MIRME IR IZ WA AR X T oI #5452
MHRIET BN E 2N AR FAREMBCAHESR . ISR
FESEBEAE] HET T AL T AR E A I SR IV R BUR XL IR N 12K
BMZELE, AT EETNAENSHNERRITH T AR T REE
MEN, BKELE,



#2000 REMIWTHES, KEEWRESH T AFT AR BETH A PRI T
EAMRIPERTER. EARSER . BEMNMIMERRIE . KRMEKERN
BB, XEZGEERFS. ER. BN, A, BFENERNFERNHE
T—REFMBRAMNBEME. CTFFRESER. WHAIAR 5510
HEIEMARE AEANBRINETERAGEN. MHMEMELEASEXRE
Re BIMNEEHEX R MOMSHIEK, BHRANETEINEFNELH
AEARNBRABEZSRITEMNR("  (Mangunwijaya, 1988),

The article was originally from Prof. Johannes Widodo’s keynote paper for ASEAN Conference
on Environment-Behavior Studies in Riverside Majestic Hotel, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia on 7-
8+ July in 2010. In 2012 it was published by Elsevier B.V. Selection and/or peer-review under
responsibility of Center for Environment-Behavior Studies, Faculty of Architecture, Planning and
Surveying, University TeknologiMARA, Malaysia. It was published in Procedia-Social and

Behavioral Sciences 42(2012): 6-11 in December 2012.

References:

S TR -

Mangunwijaya, Y .B. (1981). Pasal-Pasal Pengantar Fisika Bangunan. Jakarta: Gramedia.
Mangunwijaya, Y .B. (1988). Wastu Citra. Jakarta: Gramedia

Rigg,J. (ed.). (1996). Indonesian Heritage, vol.2: The Human Environment. Singapore: Grolier
International Inc.

Waterson, R. (1997). The Living House — An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia.

Singapore: Thames and Hudson.



Widodo, J. (2004). The Boat and the City — Chinese Diaspora and the Architecture of Southeast
Asian Coastal Cities. Singapore: Marshall Cavendish Academic.

Widodo, J. (2006). Towards Culturally and Environmentally Sustainable Architecture in the
Tropics. Keynote paper presented at the 2nd iNTA (international Network for Tropical
Architecture) International Conference in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 3-5 April 2006.

Widodo, J.( 2007). Sustainable Cultural and Morphological Layering: Learning from Southeast
Asian Coastal Perma-Cities — a chapter in Perma City, ed. Jurgen Rosemann (ed), Henco
Bekkering (comp), 140-147. Delft: iFoU, TU Delft.

Widodo, J. (2009). Climate Change, Architectural Heritage, and Environmental Sustainability.
Keynote paper presented at INTASEGA 2009: “Bridging Innovation, Technology and Tradition —
Holistic approaches to (rapid) sustainable architecture and environment”, MBIT — Kasetsart

University and Faculty of Architecture, Bangkok (Thailand), 2-4 December 2009.



